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such a special nature that they cannot be satisfactorily performed by State agencies and that private,
nonprofit agencies must be utilized for the purpose of operating regional centers.

Under Medi-Cal Regulations (Title 22, Section 50077), regional centers may be regarded as "public
agencies” since they have a contract with DDS to provide services for the developmentally disabled.

Additionally, under W&I Code Section 4659 (a) (1), these regional centers are required to pursue Medi-Cal
benefits for the individuals in their care.

The representative from the Regional Center completing the Statement of Facts should be aware that
he/she is liable for the declarations made on behalf of the disabled person.

Question #2: Does an "AR" form need to be completed by the agency representative?

Answer: No. No written authorization is necessary for a "public agency representative" to apply for
Medi-Cal on behalf of incompetent individuals. In fact, if an individual is viewed as "incompetent* (herein
referring to having a substantial handicap which includes mental retardation, cerebral palsy, autism, and

other conditions closely related to mental retardation), the individual is presumably unable to select or
designate an "AR".

Question #3: Is there a distinction made in the Medi-Cal application process between individuals declared

incompetent by the court and those viewed, without legal adjudication of their condition, as mentally
incompetent?

Answer: Yes. If an individual is legally determined to be "incompetent”, then the legal guardian, custodian
or conservator would be required to complete the Medi-Cal application process. If no such determination
is made by the courts then a public agency representative may act on behalf of the individual.

However, someone with a developmental disability may still be capable of understanding and participating
in the Medi-Cal process. These persons are guaranteed, under CCR, Title 17, Section 50510, the same
rights, protections, and responsibilities as all other persons under the law.

Question #4: May a public agency, such as a Regional Center for the Developmentally Disabled,

sub-contract with another nonprofit agency, such as the Salvation Army, to act on behalf of incompetent
individuals to obtain Medi-Cal benefits?

Answer: Yes. W&l Code, Section 4651, mandates that regional centers find economical methods to
achieve goals and provide services for the developmentally disabled. Regional centers are also authorized
under W&| Code, Section 4648 (b), to purchase any needed services for individual program needs from
any individual or agency that will best serve the program plan of the incompetent person.

As an agent of the Regional Center, the Salvation Army is a representative of a public agency and may
act in that capacity.






